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Understanding the Legalities of Marriage in Australia 

 
Getting married is one of life’s most magical milestones—a celebration of love, commitment, 
and connection. But behind the flowers, vows, and dancing, there’s an important legal 
framework that makes your union official. Here’s everything you need to know about the 
legal side of tying the knot in Australia, explained in a way that’s both clear and enjoyable to 
read. 
 
 
What Is Marriage in Australia? 
According to Australian law, marriage is defined as "the union of two people to the exclusion 
of all others, voluntarily entered into for life." This inclusive definition ensures that everyone 
has the opportunity to marry their special someone. 
 
 
Who Can Marry You? 
Only authorised celebrants can officiate a legal marriage in Australia. These include: 

• Ministers of religion from recognised denominations. 
• State and Territory Officers (e.g., registrars). 
• Commonwealth-registered celebrants, which include civil celebrants and some 

independent religious celebrants. 
 

Your celebrant is not just a friendly face at your wedding—they’re also there to ensure that 
all the legal boxes are ticked. 
 
 
The Essentials: Pre-Wedding Legal Steps 
To make your marriage official, here’s what you’ll need to do: 
 
1. Complete a Notice of Intended Marriage (NOIM) 

• This document must be lodged with your celebrant at least one month and no more 
than 18 months before the wedding date. 

• You’ll need original identification documents, such as passports or birth certificates, 
and proof of the end of any previous marriages (e.g., divorce or death certificates). 

2. Bring Your Witnesses 
• Two witnesses aged 18 or older must be present at your ceremony. They’ll sign the 

marriage certificates to make things official. 
3. Say the Legal Words 

• During your ceremony, your celebrant will include specific legal statements, including 
the Monitum, which outlines the nature of marriage in Australia. You’ll also 
exchange legally binding vows. 

 
 
On the Big Day: Legal Formalities 
Your celebrant will handle the paperwork and ensure everything is in order, including: 

1. Completing and lodging the NOIM. 
2. Overseeing the signing of the marriage certificates. 
3. Registering your marriage with the appropriate Births, Deaths, and Marriages 

registry. 
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What Happens After the Wedding? 
You’ll receive a ceremonial marriage certificate on the day, but this isn’t your official proof of 
marriage. To update your name or for other legal purposes, you’ll need to apply for 
an official marriage certificate from your state or territory registry. 
 
 
Unique Scenarios and Special Requirements 

• Under 18? Individuals aged 16 or 17 need a court’s approval to marry. 
• Already Married? It is illegal to marry someone if either party is currently married to 

another person. Evidence of divorce or annulment is required to ensure the legality of 
the union. 

• Related by Blood or Marriage? Marriage between close relatives (e.g., siblings, 
half-siblings, or a parent and child) is prohibited under Australian law. Cousins, 
however, are legally permitted to marry. 

• Overseas Visitors: You can get married in Australia as long as you meet all legal 
requirements. 

• Religious or Cultural Ceremonies: These are welcome, but the legal essentials 
must still be observed. 

 
 
Keeping Things Secure 
Celebrants must: 

• Keep your personal information private and secure. 
• Store marriage records for at least seven years. 
• Share your details only when legally required or with your consent. 

 
 
Your Commitment Beyond the Wedding 
Marriage is not just a celebration—it’s a lifelong legal partnership. It comes with implications 
for property, finances, and family responsibilities. We recommend consulting a legal 
professional for tailored advice on these matters. 
 
 
Let’s Get You Hitched! 
Celebrants do more than just officiate—they guide you through the entire legal process, 
provide advice, and make sure your marriage complies with the law. They’re your go-to 
person for making your love story legally binding. 
 
If you have questions or need help with any part of the process, don’t hesitate to reach out. 
We’re here to ensure your journey to "I do" is as smooth and enjoyable as possible. 
 
 
 


